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The . RE au ES T and 
moſt humble PETITION 
of the Heads of FAMILIES, 


wel. 


Unto the Reverend, the Mix1sTEs |; 
of the ſeveral Kirks and _— 
tions of the City of Edinburg 


The earneſt REQUEST, and moſt | 
humble PETITION of the Heads 
of Families, 'and others, their re 


. Pariſhioners. 
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Su ATE, Je ON 
HAT we the true 5 uche Man + 
bers in this City, of the true Doctrine 
and Diſcipline of the Presbyterian 
F Church Government, as inſtituted by out BLES- 
SED SAVIOUR, and eſtabliſhed by the Laws of | 
the Land, and confirmed by many Adds of Par- 
N ever fince the happy and 99 05 Re- 
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volution, are deeply grieved and afflicted with 


the Want of your Spiritual Comfort and In- 
ſtruction in this our great Need and Neceſſity; 
| and are not a little concerned and ſurpriſed that 

you, our dear Shepherds, ſhould deſert and a- 


bandon us, your loving Flocks, to ſtray and 


| wander * deſtitute of our P aſtors. W U 


You know how frequently, and how juſtly, 


you have exhorted and admoniſhed us to at- 


tend on the bleſſed Ordinances, and Worſhip 
of GOD: And will yon yourſelves forbear to 


Preach the glad Tidings of the Goſpel to a 
Prado, who are moſt willing to hear, and moſt 


dieſirous to attend? You have often inculcated 


and inforced the Doctrine and Poſition, That 


| we ought not either deny, diſſemble, or for- 


bear to own our BLESSED SAVIOUR in the worſt 
of Times, and amidſt the hotteſt Perſecutions; 
and that you, our ſpiritual Guides, are obtiged, 
like the holy Apoſtles, to preach in Seaſon and 


| out of Seaſon, in the moſt perilous Times, and, 
upon no earthly Conſideration, to be guilty of 


But now, what makes our Grief aud Con- 


*cerm the more intollerable and ſurpriſing, is, 


that in the preſent Caſe (Glory be to GOD) 


neither you nor we have hitherto met with _ 
any Manner of Perſecution or Hinderance from = _ 
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dur publick Woildip but on the contraty; 
full Aſſurances are given to us of a Tolera- 
tion and Protection; nay, which is attended 
with a kind Invitation, by Proclamation from 
the Croſs, and by other publick Papers emit» 
_ wy the Authority of the Prince, now Re- 

And what makes this your Condu@the 
-> wh to be blamed and the leſs excuſable, that 
you and we are promiled not only preſently 
the Enjoyment and Protection of the free Ex- 
ereiſe of our Religion, but we have likewiſe 
full Aſſurances of the Eſtabliſnment and Con- 
firmation of it for che future, in as plain Words 
as can be either asked or deviſed: : Aſter this, 


how can you either juſtify, or the Wang ex- 
e 755 eee 1 5 


I. you ſay; We ac not, we obotit not to 
truſt 40 theſe Promiſes. Pray, our deareſt Pa- 


' ſtors, what other Security have we ever had 


of our Civil and Religious Rights, except Pro- 


I miſes, Oaths, and Acts of Parliament? The 


firſt two the Prince has, of his own 


proper 


Accord and Motive, unaskked, untequired, gi- 


ven you frankly and voluntarily ; and the laſt 
he has promiſed to fulfil and eſtabliſh, as he 
ſhall anſwer to Almighty GOD, upon the 
Faith of a Chriſtian, and the Honour of a. 
Prince: But if, after all, you will not traſt 


Ito his Veracity for the furare, why do you not 
74 
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try his Sincerity for Bojan of the Exerciſe 
af our Religion for the ONT 1 | 


Af you ſay further, That youl 1 the Gme 
Allurencee rom his Grandfather, which he did 
moſt openly and illegally violate and tranſgreſs; 
you know, Reverend Gentlemen, that we have 
_ to reproach him with on that Head; he, 
a Papiſt, promiſed to maintain the Proteſtant 
Religion, and endeavoured to ſubvert it, we 
Presbyierians accepted a Toleration from him, 
tho' well appriſed that it was deſigned chiefly 


ia Favours of the Popiſh Diſſenters, and pro- 


miſed, with thankful Hearts, and moſt grateful 


| Acknowled gments, that we would maintain 
and defend him againſt all Attempts whatſoever, 
In his juſt Rights and Prerogatives, with our 
Lives and 1 notwithſtanding of his be- 
ing an open and profeſſed Papiſt : this we 
did, in Conformity to the 2 14 Chapter of our 
Conſe . Faith. And yet, behold, the very 
next Year, we conſpired againſt him, and ſoon 


after Sadler our Allegiance from him, turn- 


ed him off, forfeited and baniſhed him, on the 


very Account of his Difference from us in or - 


| ligion, and have ever ſince been aidi 
ſiſting in making Acts to exclude all 1 of 
that Religion, how nearly ſoever related i 
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1 e Mit were e 
in the Reign ef King —— VII. and every 
one knows they were too 


ſeven Years 


paſt? And 


not always, nor will for ever viſit the YE 
tics of the Fathers pos the Children. 


- Beſides, 


it is not to be ſappoſed, if his Po- 


i Aterity are Men of Conſideration and Senſe, 
which we ourſelyes, with their greateſt Enc- 
mies, muſt allow them to 
ture to ſplit upon the fame Rock, for the 
_ fame Reaſons they have ſo dearly and fo long 


paid for, and thereby loſe once more three 


Crowns, and three potent Kingdoms, and be 


again, they and theirs (never to be truſted any 


more) reduced, in Exile and Baniſhment, to 
live upon the aukward and precarious Genero- 
ſity of foreign Princes Abroad, hated and de- 
5 _ by their native e Subjedts at Home. 


But FRE; us, our dear Miniſters, to add C 
yet a further Conſideration for your returning” | 
to your Paſtoral Charge, and the Flocks com- 
mitted to your Care; we the Presbyterians 

in eee by dethroning of the Father, and 
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and too many, 
has not his Family made a ſufficient Atonement 
for them theſe Fiſty 
you have taught us, and we believe it, becauſe 
it is the Promiſe of GOD Himſelf, He does 


be, will ever ven⸗ 
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baniſhing the Yor in his Infancy, were the 
Inſtruments and Occaſion of his being bred in 
the Principles and Tenets of the Romo Re- 
ligion, in Countries and Places where he had 
no Opportunities nor Acceſs to kno better 
Things: Let us, by your Inſtructions and 
your Examples, endeavour, by all poſſible 
Means to gain and diſabuſe him from the 
'rejudices of Education, and his Ignorance of 
the Principles of our holy and reformed Reli- 


and Pleaſure of GO D that he ſhould reign 
over us; and it is hoped, that it will be no 
very difficult Task to accompliſh, if we may 
judge of the Father by the Education he has 
given to the Son, the PRINCE who is a- 
mongſt us, and the ſree and familiar Conver- 
fation he has had with his Proteſtant Subjects 
even at Rome, and who were even there, from 
his Infancy, his greateſt Fayourites and Com- | 


= 


Panions. 


Forgive us, dear Reverend Gentlemen, to ex- 
poſtulate yet a little ſurther with you upon the 
ſinſul Effects of your deſerting your Charge, 
on two very ſad and deplorable Accounts; the 
firſt is, the maniſeſt and univerſal Breach of the 
holy Sabbath of the Lokp, by a great Num- 
ber of your Pariſhioners ſtrolling and ſtraying 
|| through the Streets, or in the Country, hav- 
. 5 


gion, if ever it ſhould happen to be the Will , 


To „ 
ing no Regard or Opportunity to keep th 
Sabbath Day holy, for lack of an Opportunity 
to attend, in their reſpective Congregations, 

GO Ds holy Worſhip: Conſider the griveous 
Sins and untimely EndF that the Breach of that 
holy Day brings, by Degrees, many poor, 
and, at firſt, well meanigg People to at laſt. 
Alas! to whoſe Door are theſe fatal Conſe- 
quences to be laid? Who are the Occaſiqn. of 
them? Who encourages, and who refrains 
them? If well diſpoſed Perſons will read, pray, 

and do Exerciſe in their own Familics, with= | 
out the Help of a lawful Miniſter, Is not this 
leading ſach Perſons into «the Principles and 
Practice of Independency, and Contempt or 
Neglect of ſpiritual Guides, and Miniſters 

_ lawfully ordained and ſet apart for the Mini- 
ſtry of GO D's holy Word? | | 


Again, if well meaning and diſpoſed Perſons 
will chooſe, rather than fit at Home, to join 
in Worſhip with Epiſcopal Congregations in 
HAinburgh, Will not this, by Degrees, increaſe; — || 
the Number of their Hearers, and, by Do- 
grees,. diminiſh the Number of your Audience, | 


* - — 
and alienate their Hearts? 


Let us add yet another Conſideration, touch» 
ing the bad Eſſects of your deſerting your 
Churches; with Relation to the Poor, you 
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know the principal Fund, by which the nu- 
merous Poor of this City are ſupported and 
maintained, is the Collections which are gather» 
ed at the Church-doors; and as there are no 
Preachings, ſo there can be no. Collections, 


_ conſequently the Poor muſt either ftarye, or 
be turned out of the Hoſpital. What a ſhame- 
ful Thing would this appear to be in the Eyes 
of your Friends, as well as of your Enemies, 


and how ſinful before GOD and Man ? 'The 


only Atonement you can poſſibly make on 


this Article, is, that forthwith, all and every 
of you, do appropriate and aflign weekly, 


ſince you deſiſted from preaching, and durin 
that Period, while you continue fo to do, ſo 


much of your Stipends as. will make up the 


Charities commonly collected formerly at the 


Church-doors ; and this is no more than what 


you are obliged to do, by the Ties of com- 
mon Juſtice, as well as by thoſe of common 


Charity and Compaſſion. 


Again, With what Juſtice do you and we 


cry out againſt the Non- preaching, and Non- 


feſidence of the Clergy of Eggland? And 


will you indulge yourſelves from Picque or 
Folicy in the ſame Fault that they commit 


_ from Lazineſs or Gain? 


Joes 
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Once more, the Church cannot be without 


Shepherds and Paſtors, no more than a Mon- 


archical Throne can be without a King; And 
| ſhall the laſt be turned off for abdicating his 
Subjects and Realms? And ſhall the other 


abdicate their Kirks and Congregations with 
Impunity? Let us ask you, in this Caſe, 
Have not the Chriftian People Power to de- 
clare your Churches yacant, and to call o- 
thers willing to ſerve your Cures, and fill up 
your places? And will not they, thereby, be 
lawfully intitled to your Emoluments and 
| "Stipends? we 


Upon the whole, What arc you afraid of? f 


you have a Scruple to pray for King James, 
and afraid to ptay for King George by Name, 


even pray for all Chriſtian Kings, Princes, 
and Governours, and eſpecially our own true 


= and lawful Soyercign? But you will ſay, 


there are Forms required by the Law, by 
which you are required to pray, Nominatin, 
for the King and Royal Family, and it would 


be very dangerous and undecent to-tranſgreſs 


it. But why not /@per/ede that Law as well 


as you very lately 4z/penſed with an expreſs 


Act of Parliament, in raiſing without that 


Authority, and arming his Majeſty's Subjects? 


And 
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And content Hande which will entirely | 


— 1 n Hearers with. the above F om. 
2 chachide, Deat 4 worthy Paſtors, 


we are hopeful; nay are confident, that our 
earneſt-Prayers. and the ſtrong Reaſons, we 


offer, will prevail upon you to retutn-ſpeed- 


ily to the wandering Flocks of your reſpec- 
tive Congregations, to be our ſpiritual Guides 


and Comforters, in theſe perilous Times and 


woful Diviſions amongſt us. And that you 
will reſiſt for the future, the Influences of great 


and Miniſterial Men over you, and, baniſh 


from your Breaſts all Picques, Politicks, pri- 


vate Views, and 8 Wiſdom; and ſtu- 


& only the Sal vation of our + Souls and the 


Smnpliciy o of "the vas ants „ 
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